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The article “Every Child Left Behind” by Britt Robson begins by giving an example of the impact No Child Left Behind is having on the Minnesota school system, which produces some of the highest test scores and lowest drop-out rates in the nation.  Due to not filing an appeal for an error in bookkeeping, one of its schools was downgraded in its assessed performance by the federal government.  After five years of downgrading, Minnesota, or any other school system, would be forced to replace most or all of its staff or turn over its operations to the state or a private company.  The author feels that No Child Left Behind is essentially designed to throw the public school system into turmoil and make it easier to privatize.
The author points out that if No Child Left Behind is aimed at helping students make progress, it would track the performance of that same student year after year.  However, there is no provision for this.  Test scores for a school are merely compared with last year’s score, ignoring the fact that 30% of a student’s population may change in one year.  High mobility of a school’s population renders any statistics irrelevant.

The Secretary of Education Paige restricted testing exemptions in Special Education to 1%, meaning that about 90% of a school’s special education population would still have to achieve the same levels of performance on the same tests, or else facing the wrath of the NCLB act.  Simultaneously, the federal government is underfunding Special Education, paying less than half of what it promised 30 years ago.

Under-funding is a large problem for many states.  Tests in 18 states have revealed that even if they were to receive Title I money, states would still need to raise their education budgets nearly 20% to raise the level of all students’ levels of performance. Despite funding being cut, schools have to either perform or be taken over or privatized. 

This article is relevant to the class because it deeply affects the school system and places them in jeopardy.  It is especially pertinent to our class because it places unrealistic expectations on the Special Education population and the testing.  Placing an unrealistic emphasis on test scores can derail efforts to teach problem-solving skills, community skills, CBI programs, leading to the possibility of adversely impact funding in Special Education.
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· Statistics (Page 4)
· Table 1.1

· Students Served under IDEA 1988 to 1997

· 1988 All Disabilities 4 Million

· 1997 All Disabilities 5 Million

· Largest growth

· SLD 37% Increase

· OHI 249% Increase

· The ADHD Loophole moves the student off the Section 504 Plan and onto the IEP as OHI

· IDEA Students graduating with a diploma or certificate of completion in 1996

· All Disabilities 28.9%

· SLD  32.9%

· OHI 28.2%

· Speech Language Impairments 38.5% 

· Highest Percentage group

· IDEA (Page 7)
· States that Spec Ed and Related Serv. are supposed to prepare a student for employment and independent living.

· Should be an outcome oriented process

· Individual Transition Plan (ITP)

· Must be written into IEP by age 14

· Must outline transition services and the agencies responsible for each service

· Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998 (Page 10)
· Primary employment support and independent living resource for adults with disabilities

· Trial work experiences to help determine needs

· Individualized Plans for Employment (IPE)

· Provides federal matching funds 

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 (Page11)
· Civil Rights Legislation

· Employers (Businesses w/ 15+ Employees) cannot discriminate

· Reasonable Accommodation
· Undue Hardship

· Cost Prohibitive Exclusions

· The Ticket to Work and Work Incentive Improvement Act of 1999 (Page 16)
· Basically allows Adults with Disabilities to retain Medicaid and MediCare benefits after they find jobs.

