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1.  Summarize what you have learned in the following thematic areas:

a.  Data-based decision making

Through the Action Research Paper, I have reaffirmed that journal and library research is a powerful tool in the hands of the special education teacher.  Through careful and methodical research such as the kind that I performed when obtaining my Master’s Degree in Special Education five years ago, I have reaffirmed that I am able to use these resources and skills for new strategies in my special education classroom.

b.  Advanced behavioral, emotional and environmental supports

Utilizing my District Support Provider and the various resources and research materials at my disposal, I have been able to find support and methodologies suitable for my special education classroom.  It is of great benefit to be able to utilize my District Support Provider to brainstorm new ideas in the areas of advanced behavioral, emotional and environmental supports.

c.  Current and emerging research

I was able to access current and emerging research through the ERIC databases and the National University Library system to assist in further evaluation and research for the special education classroom.  Obviously, it is of great benefit to have access to current and emerging research in the areas of autism, special education, and various methodologies as they emerge.  
d.  Transition and transition planning

One of the key elements in transition and transition planning is undoubtedly the “person-centered” approach, perhaps the most current and suitably effective model for planning transitions to adulthood.  The key thrust of transition is to have the person be as independent as possible.  Support providers of the person being transitioned should be tailored to fit that person’s needs, not the other way around.

e.  Area of specialized emphasis:  Action Research Project

The Action Research Project keyed in on reducing aggression of students with autism in the special education classroom through changes in the environment and augmentative communication techniques.  The Action Research Project has already proven to be quite effective in reducing aggression with the students with autism in my classroom, as evidenced by the marked decrease in aggressive behavior outlined in the bar graph in the Action Research Project.
Moderate/Severe Specialization

1.  Advanced communication skills

Advanced communication skills were especially evident in the transition class, where the teacher often leads and coordinates the IEP team in a variety of areas conducive to transition out of school and into college or the adult work environment, and with the community at large.  It is also crucial in the special education teacher’s move to more of a consultative position in an inclusive environment.
2.  Leadership and management skills

These above skills are also crucial in effective communication in the areas of transition and inclusion.  As Dr. Gilbert-Banks pointed out in the Inclusion class, special education teachers are the ones who are skilled in both regular education and special education, and can lead their school to adopted full inclusion.  They are also the future leadership positions in all-inclusive schools, and of course provide consultation to the regular education staff.

2.  Cite any other areas not mentioned above such as changes in your approach, enhancement in skill areas, etc.

Often, the special education teacher has to coordinate the IEP team, including DIS specialists, Regional Center, and other agencies, as well as the parents.  And as well, special education teachers, especially in the severely developmentally delayed population, often have several one-to-one assistants as well as classroom assistants.  Because of this, communication, the ability to act as a liaison between the parents and the school district, while also being an advocate for the student.
3.  How have you measured and assessed what you have learned?
I am able to measure my affectiveness in what I have learned in application to real-world situations, through the Action Research Paper, Individual Transition Plans, and Inclusion.  Also, in the effectiveness in the application of my research on my students, which has resulted in a marked decrease in amount of aggressive behavior in the classroom.

4.  Describe non-university activities

The varied non-university activities have taught me basic American Sign Language, current and emerging research in the area of autism, augmentative communication techniques, and communication devices such as PECS for the classroom.  In so doing, I have been able to utilize more tools for effective intervention in the classroom.

5.  The components of the Level II Credential Program that were the most helpful were the Transition Planning and Inclusion.  The components that were least helpful were some of the strategies in the Inclusion classroom that were more a function of higher-functioning students, which are not a population that I have in my classroom.   This, of course, is not a fault of the curriculum or instructor, but simply does not address my students as much.  I still found the practices and considerations of higher-functioning special education students to be quite interesting.

6.  List any suggestions for improving the program

I did not feel that the Health class for teachers was as prudent for continuing our education.  While it was personally quite interesting and fulfilling, much of it did not directly address the considerations of a moderate/severe special education teacher.

7.  The District Support Provider felt that the Action Research Paper was a lot of work but that the results (reduced aggression) seemed quite worthwhile.
