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One of the required standards for Glendale Unified School District’s assessment for triennials and IEPs is the Brigance Inventory of Early Development.  This is an assessment that is performed by the special education teacher.  The inventory identifies the areas of strengths and weaknesses and determines a developmental or performance level of the infant or child, but is used frequently with severely developmentally delayed students to assess strengths and weaknesses.  The assessment is based on observation, and may be performed over the course of several days or more if necessary.
This collection of criterion-referenced tests covers the following areas:

Fine motor:  There are nine subtests, which include skills such as pre-handwriting, block tower building, drawing a person, forms, and general eye/finger/hand manipulative skills.
Speech and language skills:  several pre-speech assessments as well as assessments for picture vocabulary, sentence memory, repetition of numbers and following verbal directions 

General knowledge and comprehension:  experience with books, body part knowledge, colors, shapes, quantitative concepts, directional/positional concepts, classifying, knows what to do in different situations, use of objects, knowledge of community helpers and services 

Readiness skills:  four subtests: visual discrimination, reciting alphabet, upper and lower case letters knowledge 

Basic reading skills:  ten subtests: word recognition grade-placement test (decoding), reads color words, number words, and common signs, graded oral reading passages, auditory discrimination (phonology), matches initial consonants with pictures, and three subtests on substituting consonant sounds, short vowel sounds, and long vowel sounds. 
The student assessed is a 13-year old non-verbal female with autism and severe developmental delays from Korea.  She has been in the classroom for a little over a year.  She showed a little improvement overall, including a 2-month increase in receptive language skills.  Her strengths developmentally include her gross motor skills, especially in the area of catching and throwing a ball.  This score was at approximately four years of age, significantly higher than her other scores, which were scattered around 12-20 months of age developmentally, depending on the domain assessed.
Her results in all core areas are as follows:

Domain: 


Age Equivalent:
Gross Motor
Running


not observed
Jumping


2 years
Hopping


2 years
Kicking


2-3 years
Balance Beam

2-3 years
Catching


4 years
Rolling and Throwing
1-2 years

Fine Motor Skills

General Manip. Skills
scattered to 2.6 years

Block Tower Building
not observed

Prehandwriting

scattered to 2 years

Draw a person

not observed

Forms


not observed

Cutting with scissors
not observed

Self-help Skills

Feeding/Eating

2 years

Undressing


4 years

Dressing


1.6 years

Unfastening
`

1.6 years

Toileting


1.6 years

Bathing


scattered to 2.6 years

Grooming


scattered to 4 years

Speech/Lang.Skills
Prespeech Receptive
1 year
Prespeech Gestures
3 months

Prespeech Vocal.

Scattered to 7 months

Verbal Directions

1.3 years

Gen. Knowledge

Colors


scattered to 2.6 years

Shape Concepts

3 years

Soc/Emot Develop.
Scattered to 7 months
Play Skills/Behav.

7 months

Conclusions:

The current observation and inventory of her developmental skills indicates that she functions between the 6-month and 4-year old age level.  She shows her greatest strengths in catching balls, undressing, and grooming behaviors.  Her greatest needs are in communication and social skills. 

